T he Canadian Journal of Psychiatry continues on a trajectory to define itself as a primarily scientific publication, with niches for extended reviews and original research. Our latest impact factor is 2.83. We continue to be ranked 7th among all general psychiatry journals. However, to maintain these standards, we have to reject about 60% of submitted papers.
We need to ensure that time to publication remains around 12 months. To do so, we are now shortening the length of papers from 4000 to 3500 words. It is our impression that most readers prefer shorter, pithier papers. Some material (particularly tables and appendices) will only be available online.
This last point raises a long-term planning issue-will medical journals, including The CJP, go completely online in a few years? This outcome seems likely, although not imminent, and we have to begin planning for it.
As I do every year, I would like to thank all the peer reviewers who are devoted to the quality of The CJP and work for us without compensation.
There have been some changes in the membership of the Editorial Board and of our vital core board of Associate Editors. Dr David Goldbloom has stepped down after many years of valued service as an Associate Editor. I welcome Dr Glenda MacQueen and Dr Scott Patten as they join Dr Paul Grof, Dr Alain Lesage, and Dr David Streiner, who will continue to serve on this core board with Deputy Editor, Dr Roger Bland. In addition, I would like to welcome 2 new members to the Editorial Board at-large: Dr Neil Rector and Dr Brett Thombs. I should also mention that the Canadian Psychiatric Association Board has reappointed me for a second term as Editor-in-Chief.
Not every journal has a staff as hard-working and dependable as we do. For their continued good work in 2009, I would again like to thank Virginia St-Denis (our Director, Scientific Publications), Dianne Vroom (our Editorial Coordinator), Sylvia Pollard (promoted in 2009 to Senior Copy Editor), Candace Taylor (our Copy Editor), Smita Hamzeh (our Advertising and Production Manager), and Leah Tackman (our Desktop Publisher).
In closing, I would like to thank Dr Blake Woodside, who was a rock of support to us during his 6 years as the CPA's Chairman of the Board. We look forward to working with his successor, Dr Don Addington, who is a former member of our own Editorial Board.
